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crashing thought that there were stats many hundreds of
times the sisse of out pknct. How petty our work on our
globe probably was in comparison with what was being done
on those stars. Possibly we were ourselves pygmies 'beside
their inhabitants. , . . Perhaps we had no idea what progress
still lay ahead of us after the inventions of recent centuries,
. , . Perhaps the inventions of the future would be in the
direction of Interplanetary communication. If there were
intelligent beings on the other stars they could not fail to
understand geometrical signs, and the first communication
between star and star might be established by this means, * , .
It was a night to quench all triviality in man. The Countess
suggested that we should go out and enjoy the overwhelming
spectacle of nature in sight of the roaring sea,
We walked for a while along the beach. It was late and 1
took my leave.